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ANDREW FULLERTON died on 22nd May, aged 66 years. After his retirement, last
year, he had a serious operation, but recovered sufficiently to resume his private
practice. Soon afterwards fresh symptoms developed, but it was hoped that he
would improve with rest. Unfortunately this hope was not realized, and an operation
became imperative. It was then apparent that there was little hope of recovery,
and despite all his colleagues could do for him he succumbed.
In this Journal it would be no tribute to his memory to recount in full the
numerous distinctions conferred on him, not only in his own Province, but in the
Irish Free State, England, and America, nor to enumerate the contributions he
made to medical literature, and in particular to the advancement of surgery of the
urinary tract.
Although these distinctions included C.B., C.M.G., in recognition of his war
service, perhaps none gave him greater pleasure than the Presidency of the Royal
College of Surgeons in Ireland, which he held for two years, and later the Presi-
dency of the Association of Surgeons of Great Britain and Ireland.
He published in all some seventy-seven papers, a remarkably large output for a
man in the active practice of surgery. A survey of the honours he received, and
the writings emanating from his pen, makes it apparent that he was a surgeon with
an international reputation in his own branch. Many of us who knew the work he
had done, often felt that in London, America, and the Continent of Europe his
surgical achievements were appreciated to a greater extent than in his own Province.
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311MOM --Imkr-It is quite certain that he enhanced the reputation of the Belfast Medical School
over a wide area by his personal contacts and the esteem in which he was held.
He attained his position neither by good luck nor by influence, but by hard work,
enthusiasm, and determination. He had an indomitable spirit which enabled him to
surmount the obstacles of discouragement in his early career, and indifferent health
throughout his life.
Perhaps his most brilliant work was in the field of prostatic surgery, in which he
achieved amazing proficiency. He was never content until he had utilized or devised
an improved technique which would bring his results nlearer to perfection. Shortly
before his retirement he had mastered the newest method of resection by diathermy,
and displayed the same keen enthusiasm in this as in everything he attempted.
He was among the pioneers of cystoscopy, and his patience and perseverance in
the examination of difficult cases had to be seen to be appreciated. Difficulties and
failures only incited him to fresh efforts to overcome them.
He was always the first to proclaim his mistakes, that others might profit by
them.
As a clinical teacher he spared no effort to communicate to his students his own
knowledge and every new discovery in surgery. His own example in the matter of
note-taking was a valuable lesson to every doctor.
When he became Professor of Surgery at Queen's University he utilized every
device to illustrate his, lectures, and brought distinguished surgeons from various
centres to lecture on their own special subjects. The desire that this school should
be in the front rank was always uppermost in his mind.
His love for his work left him little time to devote to outside interests, but as a
Mason he had attained high rank and was a Past Master of Queen's Lodge; he
was also an enthusiastic golfer, and had just completed a tenure of office as captain
of the Royal County Down Club, an honour of which he was very proud.
His retirement from active work at the Royal Victoria Hospital and the University
involved a severance from his deepest interests, and one feels that he died as he
would have wished, before age or prolonged ill-health had enforced idleness upon
him.
To his colleagues, the profession at large, and his patients, and above all to his
wife and family, his death has brought deep sorrow, mitigated by the fact that his
life was one of great achievement that brought much honour to himself and his
profession.
C. J. A. W.
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